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Shalom Connections 
2820 22nd St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Thank you for reading Shalom Connections!  
Please read the insert in this month’s 
edition and consider making a donation to 
support this ongoing project of  
connecting our communities and friends 
across the country.  A hand-addressed 
return envelop has been enclosed for your 
convenience.  

Also consider signing up for the online 
edition of  Shalom Connections.  You will get 
e-mail notification when the newsletter is 
ready, and you will get to see the pictures 
in full color!  

Making connections:  Plow Creek’s Paul and Heather 
Munn on "the Big Rock" with Camille Walker from Reba 
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The Land family in Bolivia -- wearing their Hope Fellowship t-shirts.
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Ruth Anne Friesen’s transfer of  membership ceremony 

Reba Place Fellowship News 

Kate and Joseph’s Wedding Rehearsal 
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Shalom Connections seeks to glorify God and 
provide a means of  fellowship and inspiration 
among sisters and brothers of  the member 
churches of  Shalom Mission Communities and the 
wider network of  intentional Christian 
Communities.  Shalom Connections is published 
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Subscriptions are free.  The views expressed do not 
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Continued next page...

Low German Mennonites driving a tractor with steel wheels.
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Sitting around drinking terere, cold yerba mate, is a tradition many Low German Mennonites picked up 
in Paraguay.

Continued next page...
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Fellowship, a Mennonite 
intentional Christian 
Community 
(www.plowcreek.org). We are 
currently seeking volunteers to 
visit and work on the farm this 
summer primarily between the 
months of May and August, and 
to a lesser extent during the 
months of April, September, 
and October. 

Volunteer stays are between 
1 and 4 weeks and in exchange 
for working 20 hours/week on 
the farm, volunteers will receive 
housing in either an apartment 
on the property or with a host 
family. Volunteers will also 
receive food from the farm and 
a weekly food stipend (if they 
are not being fed by a host 
family). 

Most of the volunteer hours 
will be spent working on the 

weeding, harvesting, and 
general care of strawberries and 
blueberries. There is also a 

small, diversified vegetable 
garden on the property which 
volunteers most likely will have 
a chance to help out with if they 
are interested.  In addition to 
work on the farm and garden, 
volunteers are also encouraged 
to learn more about the Plow 
Creek Community during their 
stay and get involved in 
community life as they see fit.

If you have interest in 
volunteering this summer please 
send an email to 
farm@plowcreek.org and let us 
know a little bit about yourself 
and why you are interested in 
volunteering on the farm, when 
you are interested in 
volunteering, and for how long.

Erin and Sebastian Mucu Kindy in the "Food Room" where the Plow Creek Food co-op is housed  

John Foxvog dries the dishes 
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#$%&'()**+',-).'$%%+/01'
2%)'3%$40!**)5
By Rich Foss, Plow Creek Fellowship

Plow Creek Farm originally grew out of a 
community garden that produced fruits and vegetables 
for the community. Over the decades the farm expanded 
to selling fruits through u-pick and ready pick and then 
both fruits and vegetables through farmers markets and 
community-supported agriculture.

Recently we have had a substantial turnover of 
leadership and workers on the farm. In response, we’re 
doing three things. One, we are taking time to talk 
together and seek the Lord for his vision for the future of 
the farm. Two, we decided to reduce the number of 
crops we grow and market this year. Three, we are 
inviting volunteers to help us this summer to care for our 
two largest crops—blueberries and strawberries.

Plow Creek Farm (www.plowcreekfarm.com) is an 
organically managed farm located on 189 acres in a 
beautiful area of NW Illinois and part of Plow Creek 

I give

I give you my body
The sweat of  my brow
The strength of  my 
shoulders
Exhausted, poured out
Into the furrows
Into the land
Into this fruit
That I place in your hand.

I give you my body
The strength in my veins
The life in my bosom
Offered and drained
To nourish and warm you
To help you grow strong
My child, take joy now
Drink deep and long.

I give you my body
I give you my word
In bread I am broken
In wine I am poured
I love you as you love
The ones whom you feed
I give you my body
Take it and eat.

A poem by Heather Munn 

The Dinner Bell at Plow Creek

March 2012
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Patro Garavizu facilitates a workshop on beekeeping for folks in Caipepe, a 
Guarani village.

Continued on page 7…Like the Amish, this is how the Low German Mennonites get around the 
Charagua area.
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News From Hope Fellowship 

The “Pink House” worship cluster at Hope Fellowship 

Youth Group Oscar Party at Hope Fellowship 
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@#'-*<%+*7%($$-*<%!2$%/+"(%

-*%/2-42%B2'-(!%/-,,%1$%

:);-*<%+*7%<')/-*<%

+:)*<(!%9(%+,,>%N)'%:)'$%-*5)%

)*%62-'7/+"%4)::9*-!"%

42$40%)9!%)9'%/$1(-!$%+!%

///>!2-'7/+"429'42>)'<>%

R$+4$M%%!

Rudy Arnold at a Groundswell music event 
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V"%?$((-$%?+:$(%

% 62-(%/-*!$'%-*%H-**$()!+%2+(%1$$*%+%

/$-'7%)*$M%62$%/$+!2$'%2+(%1$$*%9*,-0$%+*"%

/-*!$'%1$5)'$W2+'7,"%+*"%(*)/.%(9'#'-(-*<,"%

5$/%7+"(%1$,)/%=$')%+*7%:+*"%/+':%(9**"%

+5!$'*))*(>%&,!2)9<2%K%+:%*)!%4):#,+-*-*<.%K%

(!-,,%3-*7%:"($,5%'$+7"%!)%!9'*%!2$%#+<$%+*7%

:);$%)*!)%!2$%*$T!%42+#!$'D%@#'-*<M%K%4+**)!%

2$,#%19!%!2-*0%!2$'$%-(%+%(-:-,+'%5$$,-*<%/-!2-*%

!2$%62-'7/+"%4)::9*-!">%62$'$%2+;$%1$$*%,)!(%

)5%<'$+!%42+*<$(%/2-42%!+0$%():$%!-:$%

+7I9(!-*<%!).%-:#');$:$*!(%!2+!%+'$%-*-!-+,,"%

,)!(%)5%/)'0.%+*7%(9**"%+5!$'*))*(%/2$*%/$%

2+;$%!2$%)##)'!9*-!"%!)%(-!%1+40%#')97%)5%/2+!%

/$%+'$%7)-*<%+*7%!2$%7-'$4!-)*(%/$%+'$%:);-*<>%%

&*7%-*%!2$%$*7%/$%+'$%+,,%$T4-!$7%5)'%(#'-*<%+*7%

!2$%,-5$%+*7%<')/!2%!2+!%4):$(%+,)*<%/-!2%!2-(%

42$$'"%($+()*M%

%%%%%%X9'%4)::9*-!"%-(%*)/%)#$'+!-*<%9*7$'%

!2'$$%!$+:(D%!2$%L$+'!%6$+:.%62$%H-*7%+*7%

@!'$*<!2%6$+:.%+*7%62$%@)9,%6$+:>%Q$%2+;$%

'$4$*!,"%2-'$7%A+,$$*%Q+'7%!)%1$%-*%42+'<$%)5%

!2$%L$+'!%!$+:%+(%(2$%-(%4,$+',"%<-5!$7%-*%

R+(!)'+,%B+'$%+*7%/+(%+,'$+7"%#,+"-*<%!2-(%'),$%

/-!2-*%)9'%4)::9*-!"%-*%()%:+*"%/+"(>%

A+,$$*.%+,)*<%/-!2%2$'%($;$*%!$+::+!$(%

CS+!+,-$.%V'))0$.%H+!!.%V'-+*.%&,-(2+%+*7%

&:+*7+F.%-(%-*%42+'<$%)5%4);$*+*!%:$:1$'%+*7%

;-(-!)'%4+'$.%(#-'-!9+,%5)':+!-)*%+*7%

$T#$'-$*4$(.%42$40-*<%-*%)*%!2$%4);$*+*!%

<')9#(%+*7%+*"%#+(!)'+,%4+'$%*$$7(>%62$%H-*7%

+*7%@!'$*<!2%!$+:%4)*(-(!(%)5%:"($,5.%@$!2%

H4B)".%A+:+'-(%&T$,()*.%S+!$%R$*!=%+*7%)9'%

*$/$(!%:$:1$'%?$*%H4B)">%6)<$!2$'.%/-!2%)9'%

Thirdway’s Rollins Anthony Gilbert

News from Thirdway 

Thirdway Zoe Ward and Glory McCoy

March 2012
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;2#&272/4'.2*#'#626/24(1-8#42',P-46'.-0)9##J1422#
626/24(#*-*#)0.#42',P-46#.12-4#626/24(1-89##J12)#-)#
Q2/4%'4"5#;2#&272/4'.2*#\2))-,24#:*'6([#*2&-(-0)#.0#30-)#
.12#626/24(1-8#0,#.12#&1%4&19

L042#/'/-2(#'42#0)#.12#;'"n##L042#,07=(#-)#.12#&1%4&1#
,'6-7"#'42#(22=-)C#;'"(#.0#60@2#-).0#.12#L22.-)C#B0%(2#
)2-C1/04100*9##A2#&0).-)%2#&0))2&.-)C#;-.1#f'772#U%2@0#
o#U2-7#L-7724#@-(-.(#0,.2)#'(#A047*#B%)C24#D27-2,#&0).-)%2(#
.0#;04=#0)#'C4-&%7.%4'7#84032&.(5#'#,'46#@07%).224#;10#
@-(-.2*#B082#Q2770;(1-8#7'(.#"2'4#-(#7-@-)C#;-.1#\%')'#,04#
(2@24'7#60).1(5#')*#(2@24'7#0,#%(#,406#B082#Q2770;(1-8#
'42#').-&-8'.-)C#.12#*272C'.-0)#.1-(#(%66249

A-.1-)#0)2#;22=#-)#\')%'4"5#.12#!4-*C2;'.24(#70(.#
/0.1#!'4/'4'[(#,'.124#')*#'#*2'4#,4-2)*#,406#h1-0#;10#
1'*#3%(.#@-(-.2*#0@24#U2;#Z2'4(9##:772)2#F'.7-)#70(.#124#
/40.124#-)#2'47"#Q2/4%'4"#')*#-(#)0;#.12#7'(.#(%4@-@04#0,#
124#C2)24'.-0)9

A2#1'@2#42&2-@2*#.12#08804.%)-."#.0#=)0;#30"#')*#
(0440;#'.#.12#('62#.-629##<062#0,#%(#,227#.12#C-,.#0,#30"#
6042#;1-72#(062#0,#%(#,227#.12#C-,.#0,#(0440;#60429##h%4#
"2'4R70)C#.1262#-)#;04(1-8#')*#.2'&1-)C#-(#ch)2#/0*"5#
0)2#(8-4-.5#0)2#10829d##Z0%#&')#84'"#,04#%(#.0#72'4)#.12#'4.#
0,#&'44"-)C#30"(#')*#(0440;(#'.#.12#('62#.-62#9#9#9#')*#
.0C2.1249#

h)&2#;2#P-)*#.1-(#/'7')&25#.12#c)2;("d#)2;(#;2#1'@2#
.0#(1'42#;-77#60(.#&24.'-)7"#(%4,'&2#'C'-)n##!

Kohen and Gwendolyn at the White house worship cluster

-)*-C2)0%(#C40%8(#;242#04&12(.4'.2*#
')*#/'&=2*#/"#.12#E)-.2*#<.'.2(9

<05#"0%#&')#/2C-)#.0#%)*24(.')*#.12#
'.60(81242#%)*24#;1-&1#;2#,'&2*#
*2804.'.-0)9#:(#84-@-72C2*#820872#0,#
H%4082')#*2(&2).5#-.#;'(#&24.'-)7"#'#
)2;#2T824-2)&2#,04#%(#.0#/2#%8400.2*#
')*#2T82772*#/"#'#C0@24)62).#,04#
42'(0)(#.1'.#;242#P7-6("#'.#/2(.9#A2#
,27.#4232&.2*#')*#'(1'62*9#A2#1'*#
*0)2#)0.1-)C#;40)C9#+)#,'&.5#;2#;242#
.1242#.0#12789

Z2.5#;1-72#;2#,27.#(062#(07-*'4-."#
;-.1#;1'.#6')"#0,#0%4#-66-C4').#
/40.124(#')*#(-(.24(#2T824-2)&2#-)#.12#
E)-.2*#<.'.2(5#;2#'7(0#42'7-I2*#10;#
*-,,242).#0%4#2T824-2)&2#;'(9#A2#1'*#
)'.-@2#(82'=24(#;04=-)C#0)#0%4#/21'7,#
;-.1#.12#!07-@-')#C0@24)62).9#U0.#
6')"#-66-C4').(#-)#.12#E9<9#&')#',,04*#
.1'.9#A2#1'*#'#(',2#87'&2#.0#(.'"#;1-72#
.12#(-.%'.-0)#;'(#;04=2*#0%.9#L')"#
-66-C4').(#-)#.12#E9<9#'42#.'=2)#';'"#
,406#.12-4#,'6-7-2(#.0#*2.2).-0)#&2).24(#
')*#127*#;-.10%.#&0).'&.9#A2#1'*#'#
&066%)-."#.0#&062#/'&=#.0#-)#0%4#
1062#&0%).4"9#<062#-66-C4').(#-)#.12#
E9<9#;10#C2.#*2804.2*#;242#4'-(2*#
.12425#*0#)0.#(82'=#<8')-(1#')*#1'@2#
)0#(%8804.#("(.26#-)#.12-4#p1062p#
&0%).4"9

h%4#2T824-2)&2#60@-)C#.0#!07-@-'#
')*#%7.-6'.27"#/2-)C#*2804.2*#-(#0)2#0,#
-66-C4'.-0)#')*#-)&'4)'.-0)9#A2#;242#
-66-C4').(#-)#'#,042-C)#7')*5#
c2T.4')3240(5#-6-C4').2(.#2T-7-'*0(9d#
J1-(#-(#8'4.#0,#;1'.#-.#62')(#.0#/2#'#
8-7C4-6#8208729#A2#'42#)0.#\2(%(5#/%.#-)#
-6-.'.-0)#0,#1-6#;2#&40((#/04*24(#')*#
/0%)*'4-2(9#A2#&40((#0@24#.0#.12#h.124#
.0#%)*24(.')*5#26/4'&2#')*#70@2#.10(2#
;106#F0*#1'(#6'*2#')*#C-,.2*9#+)#
6')"#;'"(#;2#&0).-)%2#.0#C4-2@2#.12#
70((#0,#0%4#.-62#-)#!07-@-'5#/%.#-)#
0.124(5#'(#"0%#&')#(225#;2#1'@2#/22)#

continued from main article on page 5
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By Katie Rivers 

+.#-(#')#10)04#.0#/2#'7-@2k
824-0*9#:)*#-.#-(#')#10)04#.0#
/2#'7-@2#-)#.12#&068')"#0,#
,2770;#<030%4)24(9#A-.1-)#.1-(#
7-,2#0,#10)04#')*#84-@-72C2#
_%2(.-0)(#(.-77#'4-(2S#A1"#'42#
;2#1242#')*#;1'.#'42#;2#
*0-)C#-)#.1-(#7-,2#.0C2.124q#
J12#.1-)C#.1'.#+#'6#&%442).7"#
c*0-)Cd#-(#'..268.-)C#.0#
&0)(.4%&.#'#)2;(#&07%6)#.1'.#
;-77#.277#.12#42&2).#1-(.04"#0,#
G1%4&1#0,#.12#<030%4)24(#
,406#.12#824(82&.-@2#0,#.12#
1'-4(#0)#.12#12'*#0,#\2,,#B'429#
J12#)2T.#.1-)C#+#'6#c*0-)Cd#-(#
'/')*0)-)C#.1-(#2)*2'@049#+.#
-()[.#&06-)C#.0C2.124#'(#+#1'*#

1082*9#J12#1'-4(#0)#\2,,[(#12'*#
082)#%8#6"(.24-2(#.00#@'(.#')*#
'(.0%)*-)C#,04#.1-(#/4-2,#
'&&0%).9

\2,,#1'(#2T824-2)&2*#.12#
8'((-)C#0,#1-(#60.124#,406#.1-(#
7-,2#-).0#124#*2'.1#')*#.12#)2T.#
7-,29#\2,,#1'(#,'&2*#.1-(#;-.1#
&0%4'C25#42(82&.5#')*#82'&2r#-.#
-(#')#10)04#.0#/2#'#<030%4)24#
;-.1#1-6#*%4-)C#.1-(#.-629#

!0.1#F-C-#')*#:72T-)'5#
,4-2)*(#')*#/%-7*-)C#6'.2(#-)#
<030#$')*5#1'@2#2T824-2)&2*#
.12#&06872.-0)#0,#YX#"2'4(#0,#
7-,29#<030%4)24(#'.#7'4C2#1'@2#
2T824-2)&2*#.12#&272/4'.-0)#0,#
.12(2#7-@2(9#:C'-)5#-.#-(#')#10)04#
.0#&272/4'.2#7-@2(#.1'.#C-@2#%(#
30"9

<030%4)24(#-(#3%68-)C#0)#
.12#c72.[(#1'@2#'#&066%)'7#
/%(-)2((d#/')*#;'C0)9#$'*-2(#
')*#F2).7262)5#+#842(2).#.0#
"0%5#!"#$%&$'(&&)*+9#J1-(#

Church of  the Sojourners News 

Peggy Gish, Dawn Noelle Beutler, Dale and Debbie Gish celebrate Advent 

A buoyant epiphany pose 

March 2012
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/%(-)2((#&062(#,406#.12#6-)*#0,#J-6#$0&=-2#;10#
1'(#&06/-)2*#C2)-%(#;-.1#]'72#F-(15#')*#)0;#
<030%4)24(#1'(#'#/%(-)2((9#+.#-(#'#('72(,04&2#
&0)(%7.-)C#/%(-)2((#,04#)0)R840P-.#04C')-I'.-0)(9#
+.#1'(#/22)#'#(70;#')*#40&="#(.'4.5#/%.#/%(-)2((#-(#
.4-&=7-)C#-)5#')*#U+L#1'(#2'4)2*#.12#42(82&.#0,#
6')"#-)#.12#('72(,04&2#;047*9#+,#"0%#=)0;#0,#')#
04C')-I'.-0)#.1'.#)22*(#-).24)'7#(.4%&.%42#')*#
04C')-I'.-0)5#6-C1.#"0%#&0)(-*24#42&0662)*-)C#
U0;#+.#L'..24(q#)0;-.6'..24(9&06#

:(#<030%4)24(#.0C2.1245#;2#'42#2)C'C2*#-)#'#
YW#<.28(#2T824-62).9#A2#1'@2#'*'8.2*#.12#
("(.26#-).0#'#c/0&1"%,(&2!3$"45&#A1'.#6-C1.#
1'882)#-,#2'&1#<030%4)24#.'=2(#42(80)(-/-7-."#,04#
'**42((-)C#0)2#&042#-).24)'7#-((%2#.1'.#-)1-/-.(#
1-6#04#124#,406#1'@-)C#,%77"#42&0)&-72*#
427'.-0)(1-8(#;-.1#0.124(5#(27,5#')*e#04#F0*q#A2#
'42#P-)*-)C#0%.9#O4'"#,04#%(5#-,#"0%#;0%7*9#

J12#YW#<.28(#-(#0)2#;'"#.1'.#;2#082)#
0%4(27@2(#.0#42C%7'4#28-81')-2(#,406#F0*9#J1242#
'42#0.124#;'"(#.009#h)#.12#*'"#0,#H8-81')"5#;2#
/40=2#%8#-).0#7-..72#C40%8(#.0#(2'4&1#.12#&-."#,04#
.12#842(2)&2#0,#F0*#')*#.12#42@27'.-0)#0,#.12#
G14-(.#&1-7*#*;277-)C#;-.1#%(9#+)#4-*-)C#'#&'40%(27#
;-.1#\2))"#O40('5#U'06-5#')*#F-C-R#+#/27-2@2#.1'.#+#
*-(&0@242*#.1'.#F0*#-(#-)#.12#842(2).#'7;'"(9#
J1242#;242#0.124#28-81')-2(S#2@24".1-)C#;-77#/2#
0=9#:)*#'(#0)2#&068')-0)#(1'42*#124#28-81')"5#
')0.124#28-81')"#;'(#42@2'72*#.0#0)2#0,#%(#;10#
7-(.2)2*#')*#(0#,04.1#')*#(0#0)9#<062.-62(#.4%.1#
/2&062(#&72'4#')*#.12)#;2#C2.#'#C7-68(2#0,#\2(%(9#
+#.1-)=#.1'.#6-C1.#/2#;1"#;2#'42#12429#F704"#.0#
F0*9#:62)9 !

An Advent Pilgrimage 

Sojourners kids celebrate Gigi’s birthday 


