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From this hour forward
by Joe Gatlin
Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.
John 19:27
“So, why are you back on another delegation?” I asked
Adam Vaughn as we sat and visited Sunday evening on the
back patio of the Torogoz guest house in San Salvador. The
end of the second day of the annual SMC delegation to Valle
Nuevo is always a relaxed time when delegates catch up on
friendships with people from other communities and maybe
meet some new folks for the first time.
The patio is a great place to sit and talk. The backyard
of the Torogoz is tropical Central American; to those of us
from the States, life abounds in color with relaxing greens of
unimagined shrubs and trees complemented by vibrant,
brilliant reds, yellows, blues, and purples of the flowers,
birds, and lizards. Rosario, the owner of the Torogoz, her
family, and the staff who have known us for many years
know how to host us well.
Earlier that day we had attended the “popular” mass
(the mass of the common people) at the National Cathedral
and then walked to the Cathedral El Rosario where in 1980
mourners fled when government troops fired on the
thousands attending Archbishop Romero’s funeral in the
central plaza. In the afternoon with solemn wonder we
walked down the wall of the Monument to Truth and
Memory, an endless death row of black granite panels with
32,000 names engraved in white of the Salvadorans who
died or disappeared during the civil war of the 1980’s.

My question wasn’t illogical; this was Adam’s second
time to see these sites, his second delegation in three years.
Our schedule from year-to-year is much the same. We
arrive on Saturday evening. Sunday and Monday we visit a
number of sites and museums in San Salvador, seeking to
understand the political, social, economic, and spiritual
struggles of Salvadorans particularly the campesinos and the
urban poor.
We see, we hear, we experience at every turn the words,
the voice, and the passion of Archbishop Romero. We spend
a couple of hours at Fernando Llort’s gallery and get to visit
with him and his family.
Continued next page...
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On Friday we return to the
capital city, San Salvador, where we
host a dinner for about 30 students from Valle Nuevo and
Santa Marta who are attending university in the capital
city. On Saturday we visit another museum, see some
more sites, do some shopping, and have one last
devotional and debriefing time together. And then on the
second Sunday we get up very early, head to the airport,
have breakfast with each other, say goodbye, and get on a
plane and go home.
“You’ve done all of this before, Adam, why do it
again? I know you love pupusas, Adam, but still…”
Adam looked a little perplexed, I imagined because
six of the seven delegates this year were returnees. In
addition to Adam, Diamante Maya was also a sophomore
visitant. Fernando Arroyo was a first-time delegate, but it
was his third visit to Valle Nuevo. It was Carol
Youngquist’s fourth visit, the eighth for Dawn Smith
Beutler, and probably the 12th or 13th for me. Why pick
on Adam?
Adam’s eyebrow lift also communicated some
bemusement. “Why” is often a difficult question to
answer. Why return to Valle Nuevo? I might as well
have asked, “Why is learning Spanish easy for some (like
Adam) and so difficult for others (like Joe)?” or “Why
does human development have to include adolescence?”
or “Adam, tell me why does David Janzen tell such corny
jokes?” These questions may have answers, but really
they are mysteries of life, maybe better accepted than
explained.
I was persistent, though, and fleshed out the question
more. I knew Adam’s being gone for 10 days presented a
challenge for Stephanie who was back home with three
children. I knew there had to be substantial preparation in
order to leave “Plain and Simple” and the brand new
home care business for this period of time. Even though
most of the meetings and conversations for the four days
in Valle Nuevo are translated, Spanish is still the lingua
franca which provides a challenge for someone like Adam
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with limited ability in understanding the
language. Plus, I was guessing, a decision to use
common treasury funds for a trip like this must
have involved multiple conversations, perhaps
meetings, and prayer if not fasting.
Always unfailingly polite and an ever-willing
good sport, Adam gave it a try. He mentioned
several things. On the way home from their
previous delegation, he and Stephanie debriefed
and realized they felt a sense of calling to continue
a personal investment in the Valle Nuevo-SMC
relationship.
This year there weren’t other Reba Fellowship
people interested in coming, and, Adam said, a
number of people were thinking that he should
return. The Reba Church World Missions
committee paid the $550 delegation fee, points
from a Plain and Simple credit card covered the
airfare, and the Janzens were able to help cover
some other expenses out of some inheritance funds.
While there were some challenges for Adam to
get away for the trip, bottom line, he could. There
are others who for a variety of reasons simply
cannot go. And, sure, there was the attraction to
international travel with all of the attendant cultural
experiences that expand our understanding of the
world and of God, as well as Adam’s particular

interest in economic development and microenterprise.
However, he explained as he got to the heart of
the matter, the relationship with Valle Nuevo is not
one he chose, but one he was given. Almost 25
years ago David Janzen took a walk with Yvonne
Dilling that resulted in SMC pursuing this
relationship. In 1992, David and Jim Fitz made the
first trip to Valle Nuevo. Since that time many
others have stepped up and made visits with some
like Nancy Gatlin and Dawn Smith Beutler making
huge, multi-year investments. Just as Jesus said to
the disciple he loved, “Here is your mother,” he has
said to Adam, “Here is your sister community.”
We take the bread and the cup again and again.
“Do this in remembrance of me,” Jesus
commanded, and communion — laden with truth
and memory each and every time we participate —
is an endless walk of life and light.
“Please remember us,” we have been asked
again and again by our brothers and sisters in Valle
Nuevo. Being a delegate in the Valle Nuevo-SMC
relationship is a practice commended for repetition
if possible. In all cases from this hour forward, not
just the remembrance, but the living relationship is
one we are to take into our consciences and our
hearts.
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Poetry on the Bluff
By Rich Foss

Recently one of my relatives
posted on Facebook an item
advocating prayer in public schools.
I often do not know what to say
when people post politically
conservative items. Usually I don’t
say anything but for the last few
years I have been spending time
with Jesus through the Sermon on
the Mount and this time I had a
response. I wrote, “Jesus taught us
to pray in secret and, if we obey
him, no one can stop us from
praying in any school.”
Big-Hearted
When someone is inches from you,
Snorting and pawing the earth like a raging
bull,
It takes a big heart to be a child-like.
3/14/2014
Sibling Rivalry
All conflict is sibling rivalry
And peacemakers
Will be called children of God.
1/22/2015
The Poetry of Persecution
The question is--how can persecution be
poetry?
Were you righteous? Then why worry?
Taking it on the chin is heavenly.

Since September 2013 I have
written almost daily, three-line
poems, as part of my meditations on
the Sermon on the Mount. Here are
a handful:

10/5/2014
Do Not Think
Do not think I have come to abolish slave
owners.
I have come to abolish slavery
Through the redeeming blood of my cat-onine tailed back.
The Walkers light a bonfire for their visitors.

2/1/2015
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Belittling
Belittling is murder on a small scale
While encouraging
Is building one breath at a time.
6/15/2015
First Be Reconciled
You can’t devote yourself to God
When another is incensed at you;
First, be reconciled and then you can be
pious.
6/16/2015

The Plow Creek Farm workers enjoy small moments of rest.

Eyes of Lust
Eyes of lust possess like 50 shades of steel
While eyes of love pause
To accept “no” or “yes” like calves
leaping in the spring.
2/18/2015
It Will be Given
It will be given—birth—and the dash of
life.
It will be given—smiles—and the rush of
love.
Ask, and it will be given—death—and the
fond farewell.

"5

Shalom Connections

The News from Lotus House
by Daniel Gray
Greetings from the Lotus
House! We left you in suspense from
our last update, but we officially
closed on the second community
house the first week in June. The
summer has been a contractor circus
with plumbing, heating, electrical,
flooring, drywall, and other
miscellaneous and sundry work. As
of the end of August we are getting

closer, with hopes that several of us
will be moving across the street into
the new house by the end of
September.

Summers are always
chaotic at the Lotus house,
with the church’s summer
program and house members
going in many different
directions. We started off the
summer with a house road trip
to Nashville to support our
former housemate William on
his wedding day. We also
blessed our housemate Amy

as she move out to be closer to her
family and work. Stephen is now
perfectly fluent in German (at least
when ordering in a restaurant,

Top photo: Amy’s sendoff; Right photo: James; Above photo: Wills wedding
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though reading modern theology in
German is still a work in progress).
Thirza enjoyed her time in Europe,
and Scott made his family
pilgrimage to Maine. We also
received couples from the
Bruderhoff on two separate
occasions, as well as a visitor who
came through 4 years ago.
We rejoiced with Alden as he
was able to secure a full time
teaching contract with SLU for the
upcoming year. We continue to pray
that a door will open for him longterm at the university.
Finally, we welcome James Lee
into the community. James is an
SLU theology student who started
his coursework the same year as
Stephen. James hails from San
Antonio and, among many gifts he
brings to us, is an avid prankster.
As we enter the fall, we will
continue to navigate a successful
path towards a multi-house
community, and we also imagine
we will be discerning with other
potential community members.
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Plow Creek News
by Rich Foss

Plow Creek Farm focuses on growing in two worlds—the
spiritual world and the world of growing and selling fruits,
vegetables, and grass fed beef and hogs. The world of growing
produce this year has been a challenge because our two biggest
crops—blueberries and strawberries—did not produce well. The
blueberries are still recovering from the damage the subzero
weather did in the winter of 2014. A disease hit the Jewel
strawberries, the biggest variety we grow. Given the reduced
income from these crops, our farmers have done their share of
mourning. We trust in Jesus’ words, “Blessed are they that mourn
for the will be comforted.”
Thankfully the spiritual world of the farm team has been
going better. More than one of the farmers has mentioned to me
this summer that relationships on the farm team are going well.
Last spring I resigned from the farm management team because of
my poor health but I have been involved with the farm team for
many years. I know that in recent years the team has worked hard
to improve relationships; therefore, I am rejoicing in the spiritual
fruit in our farm team. May God be praised and may he bless the
team with bountiful crops in the coming years.
Recently in our monthly PCF meetings the Interim
Leadership Team has been guiding us in a time of reflecting
together on the commitments that are part of our Rule of Life,
starting with “Jesus is Lord.” Last month we focused on “Forsake
war and violence and love enemies;” “Fidelity in marriage and
chastity outside of marriage;” and “Turn from wealth and seek
justice for the poor.”
At the end of the most recent meeting Dan Walker said, “Last
month and this month have been my favorite PCF meetings. They

have increased my faith and connectedness with you all. Thank
you for being vulnerable.”
Senior care is an important part of life at PCF these days.
Even though I am only 63 I am blessed to be one of the seniors
who receives a lot of prayer and care from the community. From
January to March my health was in a slow decline. In March I was
hospitalized and was close enough to death that I had a dream that
led me to believe I was on my way to heaven. I was disappointed
when I woke up and realized it was only a dream. Since then I
have improved and I even enjoy smiling at myself in the mirror.
Last spring David and Margaret moved into the Corner
House made possible by a lift paid for by the gifts of family and
friends. On Wednesday evenings when I take the new sidewalk
over to the Corner House and take the lift up for sharing group, I
count it all joy. Again, thanks Shalom friends, for all the gifts of
money and labor that made the sidewalk and lift possible. By the
way, David and Margaret love gazing out on the community
through the lovely south-facing windows in the Corner House.
Speaking of joy, we now have seven children at Plow
Creek who are eight years-old and younger. Sarah and I have three
grown children and although they live in San Francisco, CA, San
Antonio, TX, and Jacksonville, FL, each gives thanks for growing
up at PCF. My prayer is that each of the current PCF children will
be rooted and grounded in God’s love and will grow up to bear
good fruit wherever God plants them in his kingdom. Amen.

Some of the children of Plow Creek search for fairies on
the first day of summer
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Reba Place Fellowship News
by Susie Kauffman

camping, others pitching tents on the cement
floor. It worked, though, and we enjoyed daytime
activities, then returned to a delicious and
beautifully-presented Sunday evening meal.
Paula Zijp, having returned to the Netherlands
after her extended stay with us, shared a copy of
her thesis on Christian community as she
experienced it at
Reba. We enjoyed
visits from
Ekklesia Project
Gathering
attendees; the Gish
family, Zoe and
Gigi from Church
of the Soujourners;
and the Fong
family from
Redeemer Church
in San Francisco.
Sage Woodruff and
Candy Re visited
from the Karen
community in
Comer, Georgia
and helped out
with VBS at
Living Water
Community
Church for a few
days. Two carloads
went to Harrisburg, PA in early July for family
visits combined with the Mennonite World
Conference held there.
Various people came to enjoy each others’
company during Memorial Day and Fourth of July
work days at Emmanuel Lodge. A fair bit of work
got done, too.

Greetings from Chicago on a warm (wait:
balmy) summer (or is it really spring?) August
day. We’ve had a cool summer here with only a
few really hot days, and are feeling for those of
you who are suffering
through extreme heat.
We began the time
since our last report with
our annual retreat at the
end of May, with the
theme, “Retreat to
Advance.” After a Friday
potluck and enjoying
Saturday breakfast in
each others’ homes, we
met in interest groups to
recount and brainstorm
about the various
directions in which we
direct our energy:
spiritual formation,
environmental
sustainability, and our
witness to the
neighboring community,
to name a few. We then
proceeded as last year
with the two-track
model, one track staying home for relaxation and
low-key activities and the other heading to
Emmanuel Lodge in Wisconsin for camping,
horseback riding, and general enjoyment. Hard
rain prompted the cancellation of our camping
reservations and a bit more togetherness than
we’d counted on, some of us learning that the cots
in the basement are less comfortable than tent
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Our Third Way Proposal for welcoming
sexual minorities into RPF passed rather
anticlimactically on August 11 with a member
vote after three years of sharing and
discussion. We consider the proposal to be a
“working document” and solicit your prayers
for deepening unity as we live into the
document’s implications, realizing that we
have set ourselves up as a model of a church
that can maintain unity amid differences on
controversial, divisive matters. Sally
Youngquist shared about RPF's process in a
recent Living Water sermon and may do so at
Reba Place Church as well.
Your prayers are also welcome for Julius
Belser, who has taken a couple of falls since
May, the most recent of which occurred
August 13 as he walked home from (ironically
enough) a podiatrist appointment. This last fall
resulted in a broken hip, and the ball of Julius’
ball-and-socket hip joint is now artificial. Now
in rehab, he is experiencing more pain from
the thrush in his mouth than from the hip
breakage.
Several of us have opened ourselves to the
challenge of keeping up with the bounty of
Plow Creek’s Community Supported
Agriculture project, and more luscious

vegetable dishes are coming out of our
kitchens than usual. Many thanks to our
friends at Plow Creek who make this
happen.
In the “good news” department, Chico
and Tatiana Fajardo-Heflin have
successfully raised the $20,000 needed
to purchase and renovate their house.
Thanks to all who have contributed.

Photos are from the
Camp Lake work day
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Sojour ners News
by Lee Kuiper

Enjoying the trampoline at the Hare Goodbye

Fresh pencil shavings and open notebooks yet
to be scrawled upon-perhaps a few new clothes
or even the latest backpack; it’s that time when
we enter into both another wondrous year of
learning with eager anticipation for what’s in
store and, somehow simultaneously, a longing as
we look back with fond memories of summer
and the sabbath it provided, now lifted into the
past.
School is back in session for our kids and,
consequently, so is community life: we are

resuming daily activities and worship practices
together after a short break. Gigi is entering 8th
grade and was plagued by excitement-induced
insomnia the night before school started whereas
Rebecca is discovering the joy of nightly piles of
homework which accompany 6th grade. Annalise
reaches out and makes friends easily in 2nd
grade and Caedmon has the pleasure of attending
1st grade with his father at the helm of recess.
Dawn and her 10th grade son, Mateo, are
moving downstairs at the Potrero house as his
twin brother Rubén is adjusting to life and school
in Costa Rica. Nate Pequette spent a few weeks
putting to use his newfound Español skills by
helping to run the Mountain Language School
(covering for the director while he was away)
where he learned the language in Guatemala. He
continues (joining in with many other
Sojourners) to be an advocate for the people of
Guatemala in this tumultuous time. Meanwhile,
Katie and Renata prepare to go to South Sudan
on behalf of Rebuild South Sudan where they
will be gathering support, focusing on building
relationships and working on teacher training.
This provides a great opportunity for those who
have been communicating over the internet and
phone the past several months and years with a
chance to finally meet in person. Katie and
Renata will also be working (and reading The
Book of Forgiving by Desmond Tutu) with
several women who seek to reconcile and forgive
across tribal boundaries. They will be gone for
two weeks in Mid-September.
Those of us not traveling to and fro continue
to study the book of Acts in depth, praying for
and inviting the Holy Spirit into our individual
and collective lives. Many of us find ourselves
wrestling with the idea of “good news” and/or
whether we actually see the “good news” as good
in our own lives.
Continued next page...
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Fortunately, we can look to
the storied tradition of the first
followers and to God who
gladly gives the passion and joy
(the good) of good news. We
find there is good news in our
lives as we have recently
experienced Matt and Mary
Toney's 10 year anniversary and
Tim Otto’s Semicentennial
celebration.
Recently, we have been
devoting a lot of our
discernment meetings to the
exploration of the church’s
stance on sexuality. We still
hope to find our definition of
what sexual energy actually is
and trust God will lead us as we
attempt to imagine, articulate,
and live into a faithful way of
following Christ all-the-while
having a positive outlet for the
electric energy we find pulsing
through our bodies. But as we
enter further into our
discernment meetings this year
we are also transitioning into
thinking about the mission and
purpose of our church as we are

eternally changing and so is our
environment. San Francisco
continues to gentrify and grow
exponentially in affluence. We
are searching to find exactly
what it means for us to be
walking with God in this
specific contextual situation we
(as a church and as individuals)
find ourselves in.
Even though we find
ourselves smaller in number as a
church we also find ourselves
growing in appreciation for one

Top right photo: Remembering Amilcar Perez (A Latino immigrant shot by police);
Above photo: Celebrating Yahweh’s Kingship

another as we enter into the
depths of each others’ lives. It
happens slowly within the
community but in a way that
feels natural and organic- not
obligatory. New friendships
blossom while older friendships
grow in experience and trust
over time. Time heals wounds
and also brings deeper trust to
the complex web of
relationships in community.
Smaller numbers also bring
about new opportunities to step
into challenges and positions
where we feel less than
adequately prepared to serve.
But God does equip. Those who
find themselves at Sojourners
still hold to convictions that this
is where God wants us to be,
intertwined intimately and yet,
distinctly differentiated. We try
to remain faithful even if, with
the wisdom of age, we discover
the limits of who we are and
what we can actually do. God is
at work among us. Still.
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The Power of Presence
by Diamante Maya
Two summers ago, I decided to travel to visit three of
the Shalom Missions Communities using a free trip I had
earned with my frequent flier miles. I planned it all out. I
would fly into St. Paul, MN to visit Third Way, take a bus to
Chicago (under $20) to visit Reba Place and take a train to
Princeton to visit Plow Creek (about $14). I had heard about
these communities, but had never been there. I had heard of
some people in each community, but had not really met them.
This was one way to get to know other communities and build
relationships.
Honestly, I had a
theoretical value
for it, but didn’t
expect to have
any earth
shattering
experiences. I
didn’t think much
could happen in
such a short time.
After all, I would
get no more than
two days in each
community. Wow,
was I wrong!
That experience is
now etched in my
heart and mind.
In such a short
time, I was able to
have such deep and rich exchanges. I realized I had been
“grandfathered” into communities made up of really amazing
people. I felt the presence of God every step of the way. I was
greeted with wonderful hospitality and given places to sleep,
eat, and have quality conversations. I learned about starting
businesses, overcoming hardship, the evolution of community
over decades, navigating sexual ethics as a church and so much
more. I realized that I had underestimated the power of being
present in each of these communities rather than just learning
about them online or through conversation. I originally went
out of curiosity and walked away not only learning, but being
personally touched and met by God in such unique ways they
can only be attributed to a higher power. If you have not had a
chance to travel to our different communities, I highly
recommend it!
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This past summer, I was again presented with the
opportunity to return to El Salvador with the delegation that
goes every summer. Again, I went with low expectations. I
wasn’t sure if my presence would make much of a difference.
And again, God proved me wrong. The people of El Salvador
elude a deep appreciation for the visitors from our
communities. I’m certain they would visit us if they could. In
fact, we are hoping to have three of them at our reunion.
However, in general, there’s a lot more to overcome for them to
be able to visit us. They are quite dependent on us visiting
them. I heard it said more than once that they so much
appreciate that we are not a project to them. We are brothers
and sisters in
Christ. One of our
guiding scriptures
this year was
Matthew 12:46 –
50: While Jesus
was still talking to
the crowd, his
mother and
brothers stood
outside, wanting to
speak to him.
Someone told him,
“Your mother and
brothers are
standing outside,
wanting to speak
to you.” He replied
to him, “Who is
my mother, and
who are my
brothers?” Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my
Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
The past two times I have gone to El Salvador, my eyes
have been opened to what a unique gift God has given us that
for twenty-three years we have been able to sustain this
relationship in which genuine mutual love is shared across
borders, cultures, languages, and economic status. Once more I
had underestimated the power of presence even in such a short
time. Once again, God met me very personally in His unique
way and I realized what a gift I have been given to be
“grandfathered” into this deep, rich, long-lasting relationship.
As I said about my other trip, if you have not yet visited El
Salvador with our delegation, I highly recommend it!
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The News from Third Way
by Josias Hansen

Above: baby dedication of Thea Rody; Below: prayers for
Seth

Every year, we Minnesotans get brainwashed by our
heavenly summers. In the dead of our hellish winters, we
ask ourselves why we still live here. Yet, every summer,
our winter-induced traumas are wiped away as we enjoy
the perfect Minnesota summers, heaven on earth. So
beware, if you visit us in the summer, you too might
become brainwashed and find yourself choosing to live
your life through Minnesota’s bone-chilling, six-month
winter.
Groundswell just put on their fourth annual
Grounds and Sounds Music Festival on August 15. The
neighborhood came together to enjoy great music, tasty
food, and local art. There was music playing on two
different stages from noon until 10pm. A variety of
music was heard, from children’s music to good ol’
rock-and-roll. Local artists showcased their work while
a silent auction was held to benefit the arts program at
Galtier Elementary School, which is located just one
block away from Groundswell. It was a wonderful time
and we can’t wait to enjoy the festival next year.
In early August, Third Way had a SMC Visitation.
David Janzen (Reba Place), Nancy Gatlin (Hope),
Natalie Potts (Reba), and Jim Colaizy (Woodland Hills
Church) spent the weekend with us listening,
observing, and offering guidance on sustaining a
healthy community. Although we had many Third Way
members out traveling that weekend, we still had a
wonderful time interacting with the Visitation Team. At

the end of their stay, they were able to present their
observations, commendations, and recommendations to our
community. We are deeply appreciative of their presence
with us and their constructive encouragement and counsel.
Their words to us are invaluable as we continue to seek
God’s direction through the next set of challenges and
opportunities.
On August 9th, we had a beautiful service involving
four baby dedications. The Samsel family dedicated Violet,
the Rody family dedicated Thea, and the Rosenberger
family dedicated Isaac and Nehemiah. It was a wonderful
testament to how important these little children are to our
community. Every one of our children is a gift, and we
dedicated ourselves to making sure they are loved and
nurtured in the way of Christ.
On August 16, Third Way celebrated the 5+ years of
Seth’s leadership and pastoral care within the Third Way
community. He was honored and celebrated through story
telling, pictures, tears, laughter, cards, gifts, and an
extended time of prayer. Third Way will miss him and his
family as they transition to Woodland Hills Church
(Maplewood, MN), where Seth serves on the pastoral
team, sharing the pulpit with pastor Greg Boyd.
Please keep us in prayer as we continue to go through
some major transitions. We know God has beautiful plans
for us, and we simply desire to live faithfully into our
Kingdom calling.
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McCallisters:
Six months in to the new community project
We were blessed early in the summer to have two
Bruderhof guests come as volunteers for three weeks, helping
with home repairs and general household tasks. Our house
still needs a lot of work, but the upstairs bathroom remodel is
basically finished!
One family we'd grown particularly close to, the Halfhills,
moved away. They were a gift of natural friendship for
Candace and the kids while we were getting our bearings in
Little Rock. Fortunately, a new family we know chose to buy
that house (one street over from ours). The DeJongs are
interested in intentional community, so they are our first
intentional neighbors! We've had Sabbath meals together and
informal babysitting swaps. Maybe a dozen other folks we
know have a lot of questions about Christian community,
though we haven't organized a regular discussion group yet.
Our church, New Millennium, has held special litanies for
the South Carolina shooting, and the tenth anniversary of
Katrina. It's a small African American congregation in our
neighborhood with a strong focus on social justice. Up 'till
now, we have not been able to participate with church beyond
Sunday morning services because of Josh's work schedule.
Happily, that has changed.
Josh has been hired to teach art in a neighborhood
elementary school: something he studied in college but has
never practiced vocationally. We are pushing through some
paperwork delays that prevent him from getting in front of
students. Please pray for his career change and the licensing
process.
Around the house, Candace is starting to take a few
massage and health coaching clients. She is working toward
her counseling licensure and health coaching certification.
(Sweet Water Offering is her business; helping women and
families heal naturally. Candace is looking for a practice
client interested in balancing hormones and addressing
digestive issues. The client does not need to be local). She has
had a little more time on her hands because the kids are in
their third week of school.The big kids attend an international
magnet school where they each take a foreign language, while
Simeon is still at home with Momma. So far they have been
pretty cheery about going to school.
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Hope Fellowship News
❖ a sincere faith

by Michelle Porter
Hello from Waco! We finally reached our 100 degree
summer days here in Waco and are looking forward to
cooler weather as the school year starts for many of us.
Hope Fellowship members took a hiatus from our
discussion/discernment about writing a covenant. As a
membership body, we did not reach consensus to write a
covenant in May, but we did have consensus that we want
some kind of change in our communal life together. The
steering committee will lead us in continuing this
discussion in the future.
Our discussion of LGBTQ issues and sexuality will
continue in the larger-group setting in the future as we
look at relationships in general and how these issues
affect HF. For now, our Sunday teaching time is focusing
on 1 Timothy 1:15 and the theme of: Love from a Pure
Heart. In the introductory teaching time to this theme, Joe
Gatlin wrote:
“For the month of August we are going to dwell on
one verse, 1 Timothy 1:5. ‘The aim of such instruction is
love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience,
and sincere faith.’ The hope is that an understanding and
appreciation of this verse will help us discern who God is
selecting to be on the pastoral team as Nancy and Joe
step off some time in this coming year.
Instead we are going to simply dive into an attempt to
understand together the four things that Paul mentions in
this one verse that should be the aim of instruction or
teaching in the body of Christ.
❖ love
❖ a pure heart
❖ a good conscience

These four things were not characteristics of just
leaders, but instead are at the heart of what it means to
be a follower of Jesus. Leaders of the community, Paul
rightly felt, needed to be able to focus on these traits and
teach with integrity and credibility. If you read the rest of
1 Timothy you will see that Paul encourages Timothy to
help promote leaders in the church who have traits
basically show evidence of love, a pure heart, a good
conscience, and a sincere faith.”
We pray that we will live out these characteristics
with each other as we discern and walk together through
this pastoral-transition time.
We mourn with Nancy Gatlin at the passing of her
moter, Peggy Bartley, on June 23rd after a long battle with
Alzheimer’s. And we continue to pray for Nancy and Joe
as they continue elder care for Joe’s mom Allene and as
Nancy’s dad, Jimmy, will transition to also live in the
Gatlin house. We are thankful that Joe and Nancy got to
take their delayed vacation to the Grand Canyon, which
is one of their favorite places.
Hope Fellowship continues to say good-byes as
Matthew and Karli Von Herbulis, and their daughter
Hallelujah, finished their time at the World Hunger Relief
Farm and therefore also their time here in Waco and at
Hope Fellowship. Jen Adams will be greatly missed as
she leaves for San Francisco on September 1st to begin a
program in Clinical Pastoral Education through
September of 2016. Camille Cody leaves in October to
begin a farm adventure in Tennessee where she will be
shaping, planning, and organizing the start-up of a farmbusiness that she hopes grows into a working farm.
For our All Church Weekend in August, Gregor and
Kessa Payne joyfully celebrated with friends and family
and Hope Fellowship the completion of Gregor’s Doctor
of Ministry Program from Truett Seminary. All Church
Worship occurred at Lake Waco with a morning of
worship, prayer for Jen Adams as she leaves for San
Francisco, breakfast burritos, and swimming!
The start of the school year in Waco is also our time
of starting new Sunday School classes for the children at
HF and the kick-off for another year of Kids’ Club on
Wednesday nights. This is a much-loved time for the
adults and children involved as they learn about peacemaking and the Kingdom of God. We are grateful for the
leadership of Lucas and Sarah Land, Laura Caruthers,
and James White and pray for energy and joy as they lead
Kids’ Club this year.
Please come celebrate with us at the SMC Reunion
October 9-12 in Waco. If you haven’t registered yet,
please do so As Soon As Possible!
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Shalom Mission Communities are an informal network with no revenue beyond the dues of
member communities. We are glad to make this newsletter available to anyone who wants to
read it. You may read the newsletter (including back issues) and sign up for email notifications
at www.shalommissioncommunities.org.
If you or your community are receiving this publication and are not an official part of SMC, we
would ask you to consider giving a $12 annual contribution to cover the costs of publishing the
newsletter. Please send donations to:
SMC c/o Hope Fellowship
1208 N. 15th St.
Waco, TX 76707
If you would like to stop receiving a physical copy of the newsletter, please email Christiana at
cnpeterson@fastmail.fm with your name and address so we can take you off our list.
Thank you for your interest in Christian intentional community and your encouragement of
Shalom Mission Communities.
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