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April 2020: Rest and Renewal 

 

Abiding in Christ During  

a Global Crisis 

 
By Matt Porter 
 
A novel coronavirus has brought great suffering to 

thousands and will eventually reach us all, and many 

of our communities have or will soon reconsider 

many of our practices of gathering together and shar-

ing communion in various ways. We live, love, feel 

and worship in our bodies, and we are becoming 

keenly aware that we are putting these bodies at risk 

by our proximity. Many of us have built our lives in 

Christian community as a direct response to the iso-

lation and de-sensitization of the world around us. 

And it can be that hearing directives to ñself-isolateò 

might seem anathema to the values we have adopted 

in light of Christôs teachings. 

 

In this moment, we are not defined by what we are 

suspending but rather by what we will be unable to 

suspend. Many of us will take extra precautions, 

making ourselves scarce if we should feel sympto-

matic or exposed to those who are. The most vulner-

able among us may be visited less frequently and by 

fewer of us as a precaution. But, inasmuch as we 

have been formed to love one another, we will find 

new ways to be present to one another. And to our 

neighbors. We will not be able to suspend those 

things that have become habits in our lives. We may 

not shake hands or embrace for a few months, but 

we will still love. We may not share a cup, but we 

will ensure none of us go thirsty or hungry. We may 

not get to breathe the same air for a time, but the 

Spirit of God we share will certainly breathe on each 

one of us.   

 

The alternatives to this are to approach this crisis as 

an opportunity. We have already seen this play out 

with disastrous results from the White House to 

many local governments and agencies. While many 

with power have waged war to determine which cri-
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Nate and Gig enjoy pre-pandemic coffee and donuts in Seattle. 



 

Shalom Connections 2 

sis narrative would gain the most 

traction, the door was left open 

for may more to suffer. This way 

of thinking also has purchase 

within the church, unfortunately. 

Our imagination has been shaped 

by the notion that the early 

church utilized the various dis-

ruptions within the Roman Em-

pire, from disease and warfare to 

economic recession, as opportu-

nities to provide answers to peo-

ple suffering through these cri-

ses. We may be tempted to ap-

pear brave or courageous, to 

make a public spectacle of our 

lack of anxiety. It is true that 

flouting public health directives 

would be a counter-cultural 

marker. Some might even be at-

tracted to such a life apparently 

untethered to earthly authorities. 

 

But this is not the Christianity 

that will endure beyond this pan-

demic, or the one after, or any 

other crisis that is sure to follow. 

This is not the faith we inherited. 

The church did not endure be-

cause it solved the problems that 

make us afraid, nor did it capital-

ize on social anxiety through a 

display of strength in the face of 

weakness and decay all around it. 

The church endured because it 

was always patient enough to 

find new ways of loving one an-

other. And this we will do: we 

will learn to love one another 

without spreading a disease faster 

than our local medical resources 

might allow it to be treated. And 

we will find a way to ensure that 

ñself-isolationò is carried out on-

ly to the benefit of all. Our 

churches will remain beacons of 

hope amidst suffering as long as 

we abide in Christ. It will be 

enough to abide in the love of 

God, and to keep Godôs com-

mandments. When you organize 

your life to live as part of the 

body of Christ, a crisis is neither 

an opportunity nor a threat. It is 

simply another day to live as God 

has called us to live. 
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The Valle Nuevo community crossed the  

Lempa River (above) into Honduras on 

March 18, 1981 as they fled from Salva-

doran government death squads.  

Below: SMC and Valle Nuevo folks play a 

boardgame together during the summer of 

2018.  

 

Like many countries, El Salvador has imple-

mented social distancing measures to limit the 

spread of COVID-19. Sadly, among other 

things, this has meant that Valle Nuevo was 

unable to celebrate the crossing of the Lempa 

on March 18th. It is the first time since the com-

munityôs return from the Mesa Grande refugee 

camp in Honduras thirty one years ago that 

they have not walked as a community to the 

Lempa in remembrance of those who died that 

day and all the community went through.   

 

The SMC delegation planned for this summer 

may also have to be postponed until Septem-

ber.  
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Shalom Mission Communities are: 

Reba Place Fellowship 
P.O. Box 6575                   

Evanston, IL, 60202                        

www.rebaplacefellowship.org 

(847) 328-6066 voice                  

 

Jubilee Partners 
PO Box 68 

427 Jubilee Road 

Comer, GA 30629 

706-783-5131 

Jubileepartners.org 

 

Hope Fellowship 
1721 Sanger Ave 

Waco, TX 76707 

Ruth: 254-315-5984 

Matt: 918-399-3889 

Bethany: 254-652-1720 

Fernando: 254-489-3600 

Hopefellowshipwacochurch.wordpress.com 

 

 

Church of the Sojourners 
866 Potrero Ave 

San Francisco, CA 94110 

(415) 824-8931 voice & fax 

http://churchofthesojourners.org 

info@churchofthesojourners.org 
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Permanent Vacation: 

Reflections on Hebrews 
By Adam Vaughn  

 

ñThere remains a Sabbath-rest 

for the people of God: for any-

one who enters Godôs rest also 

rests from his own work, just as 

God did from his. ñ  Hebrews 

4:8 

I want to share some good news 

with all of you.  God has given 

you the gift of pure joy and per-

fect rest.  The gift is nothing 

less than Jesus Christ alive in 

you.  That Jesus lives in each 

and every one of us is meant to 

be more than a piece of doc-

trine that we believe in. It is 

meant to be a living truth that 

we experience moment to mo-

ment and day to day in our 

minds, bodies and spirits.  

Whether you are experiencing 

Godôs joy and rest right now 

does not change the truth of 

what God has done for you.  

You were made to experience 

the joy and rest of communion 

with God.   

ñToday, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your 

heart.ò (Heb 4:7) 

Jesus is the radiance of Godôs 

glory (Heb. 1:3), which is 

Godôs tangible presence here 

on earth.  Everything in heaven 

and on earth has been created 

by him (Heb. 1:2) and is sus-

tained by him (Heb. 1:3).  This 

includes you, who have been 

made perfect (Heb. 10:14) with 

all of your sins forgiven (Heb. 

10:12).   

God has kept the covenant he 

made to his people: ñI will put 

my laws in their hearts, and I 

will write them on their 

mindsò (Heb 10:16).  We have 

been given the heart of God 

and the mind of Christ.  The 

gift of Christ in us means that 

in this life we can experience 

the abundant joy of Jesus (Heb.  

Continued on page 8 

Hope Fellowship worships together over Zoom. Because they donôt live in house-

hold, they have not been able to worship in the same space during the pandemic.   
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Louise ñCoffeeò Worth 

 

October 28, 1919ï March 25, 2020 

 

In Memorium  


